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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1938. 

The  area  of  the  Civil  Parishes  contained  in  this  District  is  now  59.792  acres. 
The  normal  estimate  of  Population  for  the  area  as  now  constituted  is  16,529. 
The  estimated  Population  for  the  old  area  (mid  1933)  was  1 0,2-10. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  approx., — 5,230.  (in  1934  — 5002) 

The  estimated  number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  is  4  716. 

Rateable  value,  £54,194. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £213  :  6  :  4. 


Vital  Statistics 

During  the  year  there  were  225  live  births  (117  male  and  105  female).  Of  these  5  males  and  7  females  were 
illegitimate.  The  corrected  birth-rate  was  13  61  per  1,000  per  annum,  (birth-rate  per  1,000  of  England  and 
Wales  15.1).  There  were  10  stillbirths  (8  males  and  2  females)  all  legitimate. 


The  deaths  were  241  (116  male  and  125  female).  The  local  crude  death-rate  would  therefore  be  equivalent  to 
14  53  per  1,000  per  annum,  but  in  order  to  compare  it  with  the  death-rate  of  the  Country  as  a  whole,  due  regard 
has  to  be  given  to  the  higher  average  age  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  after  making  due  allowance  for  this 
factor,  the  local  adjusted  death-rate  is  11.22  per  1  000  and  this  figure  compares  with  11.6  per  1,000  for  England  and 
Wales. 


There  were  7  deaths  from  Influenza,  1  death  from  Diphtheria.  9  cases  of  Infectious  disease  were 
admitted  to  Hospital,  the  rest  being  isolated  at  home. 


Comparative  table  shewing  the  corrected  death-rate  per  thousand  of  population  in  the  various  Parishes 


St.  Erth 

14*19 

Zen nor 

6*1 

St.  Buryan 

1142 

Gwincar-Gv  rt  h  ian 

7-0 

Ludevan 

1201 

Towednack 

486 

St.  Hilary 

11-69 

Hayle 

8-71 

Sennen 

1549 

Perranuthuoe 

15  62 

Marazion 

90S 

St.  Levan 

10  63 

Sancreed 

566 

Madron 

122 

Paul 

338 

Morvah 

1790 

The  following  table  givt 

s  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  the  commoner  conditions  and  the  average  age  a 

death  from  same — 

Average  Age  at 

Death 

Heart  disease 

31.1% 

1937—28  09% 

1936—27.4%  1935  26  01% 

1934- 

-25.2#  74.85 

vrs 

Cancer  (malignant  disease' 

14.5% 

1937—13.1% 

1936—12.9%  1935-13.41% 

1934- 

-13.7#  67.37 

yrs 

Tuberculosis  (all  types) 

3.3% 

1937—3.7% 

1936-3.92%  1935—4  06% 

1934- 

-8.6#  48 

yrs 

Nephritis 

2.9% 

1937  -3.7% 

1936-4.3%  1935-6  5% 

71.1 

yrs 

Accidents 

3.7/ 

1937—2.2% 

1936—3.13%  1935  -2.84# 

1934- 

-4.3#  4^.2 

yrs 

Suicide 

0.4# 

1937 — 1.1  # 

63 

yrs 

The  maternal  mortality  based  on  deaths  primarily  classed  to  puerperal  conditions  is  as  follows  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  per  1  000  live  births  nil  (corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  0.89). 

Puerperal  Sepsis  per  1.000  total  births  nil  (corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  0.86). 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  per  1.000  live  births  4.4  (England  &  W  ales  not  available). 

,,  „  ,,  per  1  000  total  births  4.25  (England  &  W’ales  not  available). 


The  death-rate  per  million  population  from  Cancer,  was:— 

Males  Females  Persons 

£68  1150  1059 


Causes  of  Death 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

Wh<  oping  Cough 

— 

2 

2 

Influenza 

4 

3 

7 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

4 

6 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

16 

19 

35 

Cerebal  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

7 

9 

16 

Heart  disease 

33 

42 

75 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  (disease  of  blood  vessels)  ... 

3 

8 

11 

Bronchitis 

— 

5 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  . 

8 

2 

10 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Acute  and  chron:c  nephritis 

2 

5 

7 

Congenital  Debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  from  violence  other  than  suicide 

6 

3 

9 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

— ■ 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

— 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

2 

Senility 

4 

2 

6 

Other  defined  diseases 

20 

10 

£0 

Total  from  all  causes 

116 

125 

241 

Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  8  deaths  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  viz.  5  males  and  3  females,  the  rate  of  Infantile 
Mortality  being  35-5  per  thousand  live  births.  (Rate  for  England  and  Wales  53  0  )  One  of  these  children 
(a  male)  was  illegitimate. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  Infantile  deaths : — 


WTooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  Debility  and  malformation  or  premature  birth  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  8 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total  cases  notified 

Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  deaths 

Pneumonia 

18 

9 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

12 

7 

1 

Erysipelas 

7 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pysexia  . 

o 

a* 

— 

— 

45 

9 

11 

The  age  periods  of  the  above  diseases  were  as  follows  : — 


Age  periods 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Under  1  year 

— 

_ 

4 

2 — 3  years 

— 

1 

4 

3 — 4  years 

2 

1 

4 — 5  years 

— 

1 

1 

5  —  10  years 

3 

2 

— 

10 — 15  years 

4 

1 

— 

15 — 20  years 

2 

— 

1 

20 — 35  yea^s 

1 

— 

2 

35 — 45  years 

— 

— 

2 

2 

45  and  upwards 

— 

— 

4 

5 

Total 

12 

6 

18 

7 

The  rate  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  was  2.72  per  thousand  population. 
68  visits  were  paid  to  infected  houses,  including  the  disinfection  of  25. 

The  case  rates  of  the  above  diseases  per  1  000  population  are  as  follows  : — 

Pneumonia  1.08  (England  and  Wales  1.10) 

Scarlet  Fever  0  36  (  ,,  „  2.41) 

Diphtheria  0  72  (  ,,  ,,  1.58) 

Erysipelas  0.42  (  „  „  0.40) 


The  following  table  shews  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  Infectious  diseases  in  the  various  Parishes. 


Name  of  Parish 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Total 

Hayle 

4 

2 

10 

4 

20 

Gwinear 

1 

2 

3 

St.  Burvan 

1 

2 

3 

St.  Erth . 

2 

i 

4 

7 

Ludgvan  . 

3 

i 

4 

Madron 

2 

2 

Sancreed 

i 

1 

Gulval 

i 

1 

2 

St.  Levan 

1 

1 

Total 

12 

f  6 

18 

7 

43 

Tuberculosis 


NEW  CASES. 


DEATHS. 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male  j 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1 — 5  years 

— 

1 

1 

5 — 10  years 

1 

1 

10—15  years 

1 

15 — 20  years 

1 

20—25  years 

1 

1 

1 

25—35  years 

1 

1 

1 

35—45  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45-  55  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55—65  years 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Total 

4 

5 

4 

1  3 

2 

4 

3 

The  provisional  death-rates  per  million  population  from  Tuberculosis  are  as  follows  : 

Males  Females  Persons 

242 
Nil 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis 


121 

121 


181 

eo 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  new  cases. 


Parish 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pnlmonary 

Madron 

1 

Havle 

5 

4 

Gwithian 

1 

Marazion 

1 

2 

St.  Hilary 

1 

Gulval 

1 

Total 

9 

7 

Hospital,  Nursing  and  Sick  Transport  Services 

There  are  no  professional  Nurses  for  infectious  diseases,  no  Clinic  or  Treatment  Centre  for  Tuberculosis  or 
Venereal  disease.  An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  Kayle.  There  are  ten  District  Nurses  who  also  practice 
Midwifery.  No  Hospitals  are  as  yet  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the  County  Council.  The  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  for  the  District  is  held  at  the  West  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Penzance  where  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
attends  weekly.  An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  also  held  here  to  which  cases  from  the  District  have  access. 

PROPOSED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS  OF 

PENZANCE,  WEST  PEN  WITH,  St.  IVES  and  St.  JUST. 

No  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  a  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  for  the 
combined  Districts.  The  site  at  Tregender  has  been  definitely  abandoned  owing  to  insufficient  proof  being 
available  regarding  an  adequate  Water  Supply. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  is  approx.  53C0  Out  of  this  number  2544  have  WTater.closets, 
2600  have  earth-closets,  whilst  about  40  have  no  closet  provision  or  have  to  share  with  others.  In  cases  where  a 
sewer  is  available,  more  earth-closets  could  be  easily  converted  to  W  .C.’s,  save  for  the  fact  that  the  available  water 
supply  is  insufficient  for  the  present  needs. 


The  nearest  Venereal  Clinic  is  at  Tuckingmill.  near  Camborne. 

There  is  a  private  IL»s}  ital  at  Hayle,  which  is  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  which  takes  general 
Medical  and  Surgical  Cases.  This  Hospital  is  very  well  equipped  and  run.  it  contains  69  beds  and  is  fitted  with 
special  departments  for  X-Ray,  Diathefny,  Electrical  Massage  and  Ultra  Violet  Light  Treatment. 


Other  Hospitals  serving  the  area  are : — 

The  West  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Penzance.  The  County  Maternity  Ward.  Redruth  Hospital. 

The  County  Mental  Hospital,  Bodmin. 

The  work  of  transporting  the  sick  and  injured  to  and  from  the  Hospitals  is  ably  carried  out  by  the  local 
Divisions  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  brigade,  viz.  Penzance,  Pendeen  and  Hayle,  each  of  which  equip  and 
maintain  a  Mjtor  Ambulance,  no  grant  is  mide  by  your  Council  with  regard  to  these  services. 

Laboratory  Work,  etc. 

During  the  Year,  all  Pathological  examinations  have  bee  n  carried  out  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  at 
Redruth,  and  the  Pathological  department  of  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary  at  Truro.  In  all  cases,  your 
Council  have  defrayed  the  cost  of  examination  of  swabs  taken  by  Practitioners  in  suspected  cases,  and  the 
provision  of  Diphth  ric-Anti-Toxin  when  required.  Arrangements  are  always  made  for  the  Bacteriological 
examinaton  of  Cerebro-Spinal  fluid  in  a’l  suspected  infectious  Meningeal  conditions  and  the  provision  of  suitable 
curative  sera  when  found  necessary,  in  all  cases  where  these  services  are  not  available  from  any  other  source 
(eg.,  National  Health  Insurance,  etc.). 

Public  Health  Staff 

There  are  Three  certificated  full-time  Sanitary  Inspectors,  one  being  in  charge  of  the  Western  District 
and  another  of  the  Eastern  District.  The  duties  of  the  third  have  been  almost  entirely  connected  with 
Housing.  There  is  a  part  time  Medical  Officer.  Half  the  salaries  of  the  M.O.H.  and  two  Inspectors  is  paid  by 

the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Sanitary  Administration 

STATEMENT  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  IN  FORCE. 


Act 

Date  of  Adoption 

Parts  or  Sections  Adopted 

Date  Adoption 
came  into  force 

Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1830 

9  July,  1908 

Part  III,  so  far  as  applicable 
to  R.D.Cs. 

1  September,  1908 

P  lblic  Health  Act,  1925 

24  March,  1927 

Part  II  (Except  Secs 

17—19.  21.  22.  24  and  25) 

Part  III  (Except  Secs. 

39  and  44)  and  Part  IV. 

1  May,  1927 

Infectious  Diseases 
(Prevention)  Act,  1830 

18  January,  1912 

Whole  Act 

29  February,  1912 

Local  Government  &c. 
Superannuation  Act. 

Not  Adopted 

Notification  of  Births  In  force  by  virtue  of  Go.  Co.  Order  of  1  February,  1918.  Co.  Co.  is  the 

Act,  1907  Authority  for  purposes  of  notification. 


Arrangements  for  Disinfection 

After  all  cases  of  an  infectious  nature  the  rooms  are  disinfected  by  aid  of  Formalin  Gas.  Disinfectants 
are  supplied  by  the  Council  in  most  cases.  There  is  no  steam  disinfector  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  open  to  the  public  in  the  district. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  action  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  in 
connection  with  Council  houses. 

Inspection  of  Places  where  Food  is  prepared 

There  are  4  Bakehouses  which  are  frequently  inspected  and  found  in  sanitary  condition.  There  are 
9  wholesale  Butter  and  Cream  factories,  which  have  been  visited  and  found  in  good  order. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  now  controlled  by  the  County  Council. 

There  are  no  special  Milk  and  Cream  regulations. 

Regulations  under  County  Council  now  operative  for  Registration  of  Ice  Ceeam  Vendors  and  Manufacturers, 
41  were  registered  this  year.  Visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 

No  action  has  been  required  for  smoke  abatement. 


Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  defects  were  lemedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  were  a.s  follows : — 

Offensive  Cesspits  and  Drain  Effluent 
Defective  Courtyards,  Paving,  etc. 

Offensive  Middens,  Ashpits  and  Offal 

Drains  found  insufficient 

Drains  found  Choked 

Drains  found  defected  (and  repaired) 

Drains  Relaid 

Closets  found  defected  (and  repaired) 

Closets  found  wanting  (and  provided) 

Earth  Closets  converted  into  W.C’s 

Privy  Closets  converted  into  Earth  Closets 

New  Earth  Closets  provided 

Flushing  Cisterns  provided  for  existing  W.C’s 

Overcrowding  cases 


187 


140 

0 


29 

4 

37 

16 

21 

59 

59 

32 

7 

61 

17 

28 

26 

6 


Visits  of  Inspection  made  in  connection  with  the  above  : — 
Dwelling  houses 

Premises  other  than  dwellings  . 


558 

295 

Total  853 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  Visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  matters  mentioned 


Visits  to  Camps  and  Camping  sites 

70 

Visits  concerning  Refuse  disposal 

62 

Visits  concerning  Sewerage  works 

94 

Visits  concerning  Water  supplies 

538 

Visits  concerning  Slaughter  Houses 

629 

Visits  concerning  Dairies  and  Dairy  Farms 

356 

Water  samples  taken  for  Analysis 

16 

Dwellings  disinfected 

25 

Shops  Act,  1935 

20  Visits  were  made  under  the  Act.  Informal  Notices  were  served  in  regard  to  insufficient  Closet  accom- 
odation  in  connection  with  Shops,  in  3  cases,  3  of  these  being  complied  with.  4  cases  of  insufficient  Heating  were 

discovered  and  dealt  with. 

Schools 

Many  of  the  Schools  in  the  District  have  been  visited  during  the  Year  and  generally  speaking  have  been 
found  satisfactory,  the  Class-rooms  being  found  clean  and  well  ventilated.  In  a  few  cases  however  exception 
has  been  taken  to  the  condition  of  the  Lavatories  and  Cloak-rooms.  When  visited  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
I  have  found  that  a  thorough  scrubbing  and  cleansing  has  not  been  carried  out  during  the  week-end.  Neglect 
of  this  precaution  has,  in  my  opinion,  much  to  do  with  the  incidence  of  Impetigo  and  Scabies  among  School 

children. 

Dairies 

In  the  district  about  700  of  the  Farms  produce  Cream  or  Milk  and  many  of  the  Farmers  are  purveyors 
of  Milk,  either  wholesale  or  retail.  Very  few  of  the  Farmers  now  produce  Butter  which  is  made  almost  exclus¬ 
ively  at  one  or  other  of  the  Milk  Factories  in  the  District.  This  centralized  method  of  production  is  greatly 
in  the  interests  of  Public  Health.  There  are  40  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  District. 

In  connection  with  Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds,  new  Water  Supplies  were  provided  in  many  cases  and  about 
30  Cow  Sheds  had  New  Floors  and  Lighting  provided  in  order  to  bring  them  up  to  the  required  standard. 


353  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 


7  new  Cowsheds  have  been  erected  to  replace  old  ones.  It  still  remains  necessary  in  many  cases  to  remind 
the  occupiers  of  the  regulations  as  to  cleansing  of  Cowsheds  The  number  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  were  124  and  in  119  cases  these  were  complied  with.  In  most  cases  drainage  matters, 
and  in  others,  water  supplies,  required  attention  and  the  necessary  improvements  were  carried  out 

7  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  at  farms  during  the  year.  As  in  previous  years  increased  shortage 
of  labour  still  appears  apparent  on  many  of  the  dairy  farms  This  is  the  main  cause  of  the  lack  of  cleanliness 
which  is  still  found  on  som  *  of  the  farms.  As  mentioned  in  my  report  upon  Water  Supplies  last  year,  too  many 
of  the  Farms  rely  upon  Streams  for  their  main  supply  and  these  are  in  most  cases  open  to  grave  pollution. 

Practical  demonstrations  on  the  method  of  clean  milk  production  by  the  County  Council  Staff  are  stili 
given  in  the  district  at  various  farms,  and  continue  to  be  excellent  means  of  propaganda  in  the  campaign 
against  faulty  methods  of  milk  production. 

Slaughter  Houses 

There  are  18  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District,  1  h?s  been  closed  at  Drift  and  3  others  which  had  prev¬ 
iously  been  closed,  remain  out  of  use,  these  were  all  in  out  of  the  way  places  and  were  a  source  of  trouble  on 
account  of  lack  of  cleanliness  and  dealing  with  low  grade  of  Meat.  The  remainder  are  well  kept  places 
although  in  some  parts  of  the  District  the  only  Water  Supply  available  is  from  Tanks  fed  from  the  Roofs. 
The  Hayle  Slaughter-houses  have  Water  laid  on  from  the  Town  Supply.  Generally  the  quality  of  the  Meat 
inspected  was  found  to  be  good.  It  must  be  realized  however  that  with  the  Staff  available  it  is  not  possible 
to  inspect  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  Animals  Slaughtered. 

The  following  are  the  approx,  number  of  Animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Cows,  Heifers  and  Steers  1700  Calves  93  Pigs  130  )  Sheep  and  Lambs  360 

629  Visits  were  made  during  the  Year  and  about  cwts.  of  Meat  was  found  to  Le  unfit  for  consump¬ 
tion  and  was  destroyed. 

Section  D.  Housing 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  }Tear : — 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  1  above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous,  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation 

4  (1)  Number  of  dwi  lling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  — Remedy  of  refects  during  the  Year  without  the  Service  of  formal  Notices:-- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  bv  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 

3.  — Action  under  Statutoiy  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  alter  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act.  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  m? 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Crd 


Housing 

Acts 

80 

114 

SO 

114 

53 


27 


27 

12 


’de 


13 

8 


Section  D.  Housing  (continued) 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  undergound  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

4.— Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  84 


(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  85 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .....  .  609 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  4 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  8 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  .  .  61 

Houses  Erected,  1938 


4  Rooms  and  und«.r  .  .  24  Built  of  Concrete  .  .  120 

5  and  6  Rooms  .  .  100  Wood  .  „...  .....  22 

7  Rooms  and  over  .  .  8 


Total  142 

(In  the  Western  district  1 1  cases  of  renovation  were  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  apart  from 
those  given  above  which  were  dealt  with  by  the  Housing  Officer). 

Water  Supplies 

Ludgvan — Apart  from  Long  Rock  which  has  been  provided  with  additional  storage  and  gathering  ground 
the  water  supplies  of  the  Parish  are  still  unsatisfactory.  Samples  taken  at  the  sources  of  the  Churchtown  area 
proved  of  low  quality. 

Canons  Town — White  Cross,  Ninnis,  Nancledra  Hill  and  Crow  las  supplies  are  open  to  pollution  and  many 
other  places  have  a  very  doubtful  supply.  The  schemes  for  Lower  Quarter  and  Nancledra  Village  are  well  protected. 
A  shoot  at  Cockwells  has  been  improved  during  the  year.  There  is  an  abundance  of  pure  water  in  the  Parish,  as 
proved  by  the  Marazion  scheme  which  in  the  driest  part  of  the  year  doubled  its  supply  at  Trenovven. 

Sennen — An  additional  supply  has  been  acquired  aud  storage  is  being  provided  tor. 

New  Bridge — The  privately  owned  piped  supply  is  unsatisfactory  and  the  village  well  is  flooded  in  winter 
time.  This  supply  has  been  reported  upon  adversely  on  many  occasions. 

Gwinear-Gwithian — There  has  been  an  Electric  Pump  provided,  together  with  a  5000  gallon  storage  at 
Wall,  Gwinear,  which  is  a  great  improvement  as  formerly  the  Water  was  obtained  from  the  depth  of  140  feet 
by  a  windlass  and  bucket.  There  is  however  a  serious  shortage  of  water  at  a  reasonable  distance  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  Parish  where  the  supply  is  obtained  from  Tanks  fed  from  the  Roofs  of  the  Dwelling  Houses,  or 
from  Wells  which  in  most  instances  are  a  long  distance  from  the  houses.  The  Parish  of  Gwithian  is  badly  in 
need  of  a  Water  supply,  especially  Connor  Downs,  and  here  there  seems  little  hope  of  a  supply  unless  a  scheme 
is  put  in  hand  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  district. 

The  Parishes  of  St.  Erth,  St.  Hilary  and  Perranuthnoe  are  still  without  piped  supply,  they  to  have  to  depend 
upon  Tanks  or  go  a  considerable  distance  for  "  uter  fiom  the  Parish  wells.  Many  schemes  have  teen  woiked  out  but 
have  had  to  be  abindoned  on  the  score  of  cost.  But  I  do  suggest  that  the  Parish  of  Perranuthnoe  should  now  be 
considered  in  regard  to  being  supplied  from  Marazion.  In  the  other  Parishes  mentioned  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it 
will  only  be  when  the  district  as  a  whole  takes  the  matter  on,  that  these  and  other  Parishes  will  get  a  Supply. 

Hayle  Supply — The  Town  supply  has  been  maintained  from  Nanpusker  and  a  Shaft  at  Wheal  Ann  Mine,  as 
the  Source  of  Supply  from  The  Moors  at  Tolroy  and  Trewoon  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  Drinking  purposes.  The 
Engineer  has  now  presented  a  Scheme  for  the  treatment  of  this  W’ater  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  this  the  future 
supply  Oi  Hayle  will  be  assured.  A  new  length  of  Main  l.as  been  laid  during  the  year  to  link  up  High  Lanes  with 
Bodrigey. 


Factories  and  Workshops 


There  are  about  172  including  B  itter,  Flour,  Box  and  Engineering.  Workshops  consist  chiefly  of  Carpenters 
and  Smiths.  Very  few  accommodate  more  than  one  or  two  employees.  85  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 

during  year. 


Clock  Makers  1 

Box  Factories  1 

Butter  Factories  9 

Bulb  Sterilizer  2 

Tin  Streamers  3 

Fish  ermen’s  Requirements  4 
Tailors  4 

Bakeries  4 


List  of  Trades  carried  on  in  the  District : — 


Bootmakers  15 

Basketmakers  5 

Printers  3 

Timber  Yards  2 

Laundry  1 

Oilskin  Works  1 

Plumbers  and  Tinsmiths  9 
Smiths  23 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Carpenters  Sc  Wheelwrights  45 


Motor  Mechanics  25 

Stone  Masons  6 

Lapidary  2 

Flour  Mills  2 

Engineering  Works  3 

Ga^  Works  1 

Electric  Works  1 


Total  172 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Premises 

1. 

Inspections 

2 

Written  Notices 

3 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

4 

1 1  Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

20 

3 

108  Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

54 

16 

11  Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

22 

11 

1 

Total 

96 

30 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

1 

Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cution  were 
instituted 

5 

Found 

2 

Remedied 

3 

Referred  to 
H  11, 
Inspector 

4 

Xuttanrts  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

... 

Want  of  Ventilation 

... 

Overcrowding 

... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

... 

Other  nuisances 

...  ... 

r  insufficient 

2 

2 

Sanitary  accommodation 

unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  '\V»)kshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  101)  ... 

Other  offences 

•  .  »  ...  ••• 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences  under  the 

Sections  mentioned  in  th 

e  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 

(Factories  and  Workshop 

s  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order.  1921  ) 

Total 

i 

i 

*  Including  those  specified  in  section*  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as 

remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Ac's. 


Rufuse  Disposal 

Hayle  Parish  has  a  Tip  of  its  own.  This  has  now  b^en  put  in  fairly  good  order  and  a  man  engaged  full  time 
to  keep  it  covered,  in  this  parish  all  domestic  refuse  is  collected.  In  Gwinear-G withian  Parish,  the  Tins  and  Bottles 
are  c  Elected  once  a  month  and  deposited  in  a  tip  rented  by  the  Council.  St.  Erth  Parish  there  is  a  weekly  collection 
and  it  is  deposited  in  a  tip  rented  by  the  Council.  Perranuthnoe  Parish,  there  is  a  scheme  now  under  consideration 
for  the  collection  of  Tins  and  Bottles  once  a  month  for  this  Parish.  St.  Hilary,  there  is  no  collection  of  Refuse  in 
this  Parish.  Ludgvan — The  weekly  collection  continues  to  give  satisfaction,  but  extension  of  area  served  is  often 
called  for.  Marazion — The  Refuse  Dump  at  Brovadnack  has  given  much  cause  for  complaint,  but  is  likely  to  be 
properly  covered  down  and  closed  before  Summer  this  year.  St.  Buryan— Anew  Refuse  Dump  has  been  provided 
at  No  Mans  Land  and  appears  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  Sennen  Cove — A  considerable  nuisance  was  again  caused 
in  the  Summer  Season  by  dumping  of  Refuse  over  the  Clilf  and  a  systematic  collection  of  Refuse  is  called.  In  many 
p  irts  of  the  District  strong  evidence  exists  in  regard  to  the  need  of  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  disposal  of 
Rifuse.  This  is  chiefly  brought  about  by  the  increasing  use  of  Bottled  and  Tinned  Foods.  In  additic  n,  increasing 
quantities  of  Trade  Refuse  from  an  adjoining  Borough  are  being  surreptitiously  dumped  into  the  District  rather  than 
pay  for  the  cost  of  collection  of  same  by  their  own  Sanitary  Authority. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Ludgvan — Apart  from  Long  Rock,  no  part  of  this  Parish  is  Sewered.  The  Churctown  slop  water  flows  over 
a  great  length  of  Road  Water-table.  At  Crowlas  the  same  conditions  exist,  except  from  Chapel  Square  area  where 
a  very  defective  built  Drain  carrys  the  Sewage  direct  to  the  River.  At  Canons  Town  too  this  fault  also  exists  to 
some  extent  (Slop  Water  on  Roads).  White  Cross  has  a  group  of  Dwellings  with  pail  Closets  and  have  little  or  no 
Garden  Ground  for  the  disposal  of  their  contents.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  Parish  however  most  Dwellings  have 
Gardens  and  owing  to  the  scattered  conditions  Sewerage  would  be  difficult  and  expensive. 

Long  Rock — A  portion  of  the  Sewer  outfall  has  been  relaid  and  arrangements  made  for  effective  flushing  of 
same  by  utilising  River  Water. 

St.  Buryan — The  main  Sewer  has  given  trouble  and  requires  relaying  towards  the  out-fall. 

Treen,  St.  Levan  and  Sennen  Cove  —  Badly  need  to  be  Sewered.  The  Sewer  at  Porthcurno  has  again  given 
trouble  and  requires  to  be  relaid.  The  Sewers  at  Hayle  are  working  more  satisfactorily  since  they  were  partly 
cleaned  last  year.  It  is  hoped  to  do  the  other  portion  this  Spting. 

Perranuthnoe — The  Sewerage  outfall  at  Goidsithney  is  very  poor.  It  is  hoped  that  a  new  Septic  Tank,  and 
the  piping  of  a  further  section  during  this  year  will  improve  this.  Attention  has  been  fiequently  diamn  to  this  need. 

St.  Erth— This  Villiage  is  badly  in  need  of  a  Sewerage  Scheme,  as  the  present  system  discharges  into  the 
River  and  during  the  Summer,  when  thete  is  not  much  Water  passing,  it  is  very  offensive. 

General  Remarks 

The  steady  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  still  continues,  having  failen  from  8'6  per 
cent  in  1934  to  the  new  low  level  of  3'3  per  cent  in  1938.  The  percentage  of  Deaths  Iroin  Cancer  has  increased 
however  by  nearly  1  per  cent  during  the  same  period  although  the  average  age  at  Death  from  this  disease  has 
increased,  and  tor  the  year  under  rev  e\v  was  6 7 ‘ 3 7  years  (all  persons).  The  largest  group  is  that  asscciattd  with 
Heart  Disease.  Here  again  the  percentage  of  Deaths  from  this  cause  has  steadily  increased  ly  6  i  er  cent  since 
1934.  The  average  age  at  Death  (all  persons)  from  this  condition  is  very  high,  being  actually  74’85  years. 

It  should  be  noted  that  47  per  cent  of  the  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  occurred  in  one  Parish  (Hayle) 
where  also  56  per  cent  of  the  fresh  notifications  relating  to  Tuberculosis  came  from. 

The  subject  of  Refuse  Disposal  for  the  whole  of  the  District  has  been  the  subject  of  Reports  by  your  Sanitary 
Officials  on  several  occasions  during  the  Year,  but  up  to  the  present  the  matter  continues  to  be  shelved.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  d  iring  the  Year  in  regard  to  the  Refuse  Dump  at  Hayle,  which  has  been  gived 
constant  attention,  although  it  cannot  be  claimed  that  it  constitutes  a  properly  controlled  tip. 

The  Work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  been  most  efficiently  carried  cur  duiing  the  Year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H,  HADFIEI  D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Trehivin,  Hf.amoor, 


Penzance  (Hayle)  Division  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1938 


To  the  Penzance  (  H.iyle )  Division  Port  Sanitary  Authority 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  ytar  1938. 

The  total  number  of  Foreign  Vessels  entering  the  Port  was  9,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of  1,970,  as 
compared  with  14  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  3,021  in  1937. 

The  number  of  Coastwise  Vessels  entering  the  Port  was  260,  with  a  tonnage  of  47,303,  as  compared  with  268, 
with  a  tonnage  of  50,175  in  1937.  The  total  number  of  Foreign  and  Coastwise  Vessels  was  269,  with  a  total  tonnage 
of  49,273  as  compared  w’ith  282  Vessels  and  a  total  tonnage  of  53,196  in  1937. 

There  is  still  no  Hospital  provision  for  infectious  cases  occurring  on  ships  and  the  arrangements  in  regard  to 
the  projected  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  the  combined  Districts  is  still  in  abeyance. 

Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  show  that  the  Vessels  generally  have  been  found  to  be  in  fair 
c^nJition  although  as  mentioned  in  previous  Reports  the  condition  of  the  British  Coasters  (with  a  few  except¬ 
ions)  compares  unfavourably  with  the  Foreign  ones,  especially  the  sn  aller  Motor  Ships,  which  however  are 
of  more  recent  construction. 

I  append  detailed  Report. 

APPENDIX 


Table  A.  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  in  1938. 


Number 

Registered 

Tonnage 

Number 

By  the 

MO. 

nspected 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number  of 
vessels  on 
which 

defects  were 
remedied 

Number  of 
vessels  reported 
as  favint;  had. 
during  the 
voyage, 
infectious 
disease  on 
board 

Foreign— 

Steamers 

3 

847 

2 

3 

Motor* 

6 

1123 

3 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sailing 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Fishing 

— 

~ 

— 

Total  Foreign 

9 

1970 

5 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Coastwise — 

Steamers 

235 

43270 

5 

75 

7 

7 

Motor* 

25 

4033 

2 

9 

Nil 

Sailing 

— 

Fishing 

— 

Total  Coastwise 

260 

47303 

7 

84 

7 

7 

Nil 

Total  Foreign  and  Coastwise 

269 

49273 

12 

92 

7 

7 

Nil 

^Includes  mechanically  propelled  Vessels  other  than  Steamers. 

Table  B.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port 


(a)  There  was  no  Passenger  Traffic  in  1938. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic — Principal  Imports — Coal,  Cement,  Timber,  Oil,  Boxboards  and  General  Cargoes. 
Principal  Exports— Scrap  Iron. 

(*)  Foreign  Ports  From  Which  Vessels  Arrive — Baltic  ard  Dutch  Ports. 


3.  Source  of  Water  Supply 

(a)  For  the  Port— Hayle  Reservoir.  fb)  For  Shipping— Hay le  Reservoir.  (There  are  no  Water  Boats) 

4  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933 

1.  The  Customs  Officer  and  Pilot  board  the  Vessel,  make  enquiries  and  receive  declaration  of  Health. 

2.  As  above  3.  No  such  notices  have  been  received. 

4.  Owing  to  the  character  of  the  Port,  it  is  impracticable  to  establish  a  Mooring  Station,  as  designated  under 
Article  10.  Accordingly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  it  has  been  decided  to  regard  the  ship’s 
berth  at  the  Quayside  as  such  Mooring  Station.  During  1938  no  occasion  arose  to  appoint  such  Mooring  Station. 

5.  None  made.  6.  Have  had  no  opportunity  of  judging. 

7.  (  l)  No  arrangements  made.  (b)  Thresh’s  Disinfector  used  tor  Bedding  and  Clothing. 

(c)  No  arrangements  made.  (d)  No  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  Infectious  Cases. 

(e )  Stretcher  kept  on  the  Quay.  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  (Hayle  Division),  serves  the  area. 

( f)  No  arrangements  have  been  made. 

8.  Suspected  material  would  be  sent  to  the  Pathological  Department,  Truro  Hospital. 

9.  Suspected  material  would  be  sent  to  the  Pathological  Department,  Tiuro  Hospital. 

10.  Leaflets  are  posted  in  the  neighbourhood,,  showing  the  nearest  centre  for  treatn.ent  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

11.  No  special  arrangements. 

Table  C.  No  Infectious  Cases  were  landed  in  1938. 

Table  D.  There  were  no  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occuring  on  Vessels  during  the  voyage,  but  disposed  of 
prior  to  arrival,  either  in  1938  or  during  the  preceding  Seven  Years. 

Measures  against  Rodents 

The  Ships  and  Warehouses  are  inspected  for  Rats,  any  found  being  destroyed  by  dogs,  traps  and  poison. 
The  Warehouses  are  not  Rat  proof  and  no  Rat  guards  are  placed  on  Mooring  Ropes.  Very  little  trace  of  Rats 
has  been  found  during  the  year. 


Rats  destroyed  during  the  year 

Table  E.  1.  On  Vessels.  Black  Rats.  Brown  Rats.  Rats  examined. 

Table  F.  2.  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses.  Black  Rats.  Brown  Rats.  Rats  examined- 

Table  G.  Nil.  Table  H.  Nil. 

Hygiene  of  Crew’s  Spaces 
Table  I.  Classification  of  Nuisances 


Number 

Defects 

Structural 

Dirt.  Vermin  and 

Nationality  of  Vessel 

inspected 

of  Original 

defects  through 

other  conditions 

during  the  year 

Construction 

wear  and  tear 

prejudicial  to 

Health 

British 

91 

1 

1 

5 

Other  Nations 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Onborne  Cook,  Printer,  Penionco 


Food  Inspection 

1.  Carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  1  here  are  no  Shell-fish  Beds. 

3.  No  Samples  of  Pood  were  examined  by  the  Bacteiiologist  or  Analyst. 

1  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H.  HADF1ELD, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


